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Things That Go Bump On the Bookshelf: Scary Stories to Amaze and Terrify 

 

 

The subject of my bibliography is scary stories for children. I collected works that used 

characters, settings and plots to create themes of terror, horror and suspense. Although many of 

the works I selected utilized typical scary story elements such as interactions with monsters, 

paranormal activity, or haunted locations, I also included works of fiction that presented more 

realistic situations that relied on subtle details, such as strange, non-monster characters and 

suspenseful atmosphere, to send shivers up readers’ spines. Basically, the bibliography is for 

children who want to read a good, scary, thrilling tale. My selective bibliography includes fiction 

books and short story collections. Each short story collection has been treated as one complete 

title. The materials selected are both contemporary and classic titles and the bibliography 

contains both original works by the authors, as well as stories retold from folklore. The books are 

from a range of authors from many cultures within the United States and around the world.  

 

Bibliography Purpose and Limitations 

Because of the large number of books available that would fit this genre, I limited my 

search with several restrictions in order to make the selection of books more manageable. First, I 

did not include anything other than prose in my selection. There were several poetry collections 

that would have fit my bibliography topic, including Nightmares: Poems to Trouble Your Sleep 

by Jack Prelutsky, but I did not include them in order to narrow down the focus of my list. 

Poems do appear in several of the story collections I have included in the list, but I allowed them 

because the majority of the work was in prose form. Second, I selected works that would be 
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appropriate for children aged nine through twelve year olds. I considered creating a list of scary 

stories that would include all age levels, but after reviewing several books aimed at younger 

readers and realizing that I would only be able to highlight 20 titles as per the assignment, I 

decided to focus only on works for older readers in order to provide a more intensive and 

detailed list of choices.  

 

 Third, while some of the works I selected may also fall under the genres of mystery, 

fantasy and science fiction, I focused my search on mostly realistic fiction books that dealt with 

creepy rather than just fantastic plot elements. I wanted the main focus of the book to be on an 

overall scary theme. For example, Madeline L’Engle’s A Wrinkle in Time includes several scary 

elements, including a stormy atmosphere at the book’s opening, mysterious “witch-like” figures 

and IT, a truly terrible enemy, but overall it is generally not considered a “scary story.” Again, 

the overall theme of L’Engle’s book does not seem to be to scare, but to entertain readers.   

 

Finally, I tried to avoid including books from a series. For example, Lemony Snicket’s A 

Series of Unfortunate Events and J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter series could be considered 

excellent works to include within my topic based on their themes, but I choose to focus more on 

books that stood by themselves and could be read and evaluated purely on their own merit, not as 

part of a series. Some of the works I listed do have sequels or utilize characters that also appear 

in other books, especially John Christopher’s The White Mountains and John Bellairs’s The 

House with a Clock in Its Walls, but I selected these books based purely on their own “scare” 

factor, not the effect created by reading the entire series. These works could be appreciated on 

their own and the reader did not have to read the entire series in order to understand the story 
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completely. However, I note if a book was part of a series or collection in the descriptive 

annotation in order to encourage readers to continue reading if they enjoyed these particular 

characters or stories.  

 

 Many of the works I chose, especially those in the core list, were books that I have been 

familiar with since childhood and have read several times in the past. I was an avid fan of scary 

stories as a child, which is part of the reason I selected this topic, and this is a field that I am 

personally connected to. I have continued to read horror books as an adult, so it was interesting 

to discover contemporary juvenile titles that I was not aware of that fit this subject. I have read 

and know first-hand all of the works included in the bibliography.  

 

The Intended Audience 

 The intended audience for this bibliography is boys and girls aged nine to twelve years 

old (5
th

 – 8
th

 grade) with adequate to excellent reading skills. I chose this age group based on my 

own interests as a child, as well as my experiences with children in a public library setting. 

Although interest in the topic peaks during the Halloween season, it seems like recommendations 

for stories that scare are constantly being asked for by children the entire year through. I have 

found that even reluctant readers seem more eager to pick up a scary story than almost any other 

type of book. This also seems to be an area that boys are especially interested in, making these 

books especially valuable in getting a hesitant population to read more.  

 

This bibliography can be useful to adults such as librarians, teachers or parents, as well as 

the children for whom the materials are intended. The list does not contain any professional 
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resources, teaching guides or anything that is geared towards the adult reader or educator, so 

children should be able to use the information for their own purposes. Adults who are interested 

in finding out about more contemporary titles in this subject area should find the bibliography 

useful, as well as ones that want to revisit old thrillers they enjoyed as a child.  

 

Resources Used 

In the process of compiling the bibliography, I accessed many resources, including 

printed reader’s guides, standard and subject-specific bibliographies from well-known library 

systems across the country including the New York Public Library and Boston Public Library, 

ALA awards lists, industry publications, and websites recommended by this class. While some of 

them were not helpful in providing me with the information I needed, many proved 

tremendously helpful, especially in locating contemporary titles. Two industry publications, The 

Horn Book and Booklist Online, were especially helpful in this regard. Many of the standard and 

specialized bibliographies created by library systems tended to only include “classic” titles that 

were published more than ten years ago. This made discovering new titles difficult. The Horn 

Book and Booklist Online were very helpful in finding contemporary titles because they allowed 

me to search book reviews using criteria such as publication date, genre and intended age group.  

 

The ALA awards sites I reviewed (Newberry Awards, Coretta Scott King Award) also 

provided quality stories published recently, but unfortunately there was no way to search for 

books via genre or age group, and these lists did not include many works that would be 

appropriate in my bibliography. They did provide a few titles that fit within my bibliography 
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topic (Neil Gaiman’s Coraline and Patricia McKissack’s The Dark-Thirty), but overall the 

awards sites did not reveal much information I could use.   

 

I found that several standard and specialized bibliographies from library systems were 

helpful when searching for classic books to include in the core list. Not only did these library 

booklists highlight books that have been popular with children consistently throughout the years, 

they also helped reveal “standard” choices as the same works often came up in different lists 

again and again. Many of the library booklists were divided up and tailored to specialized 

subjects (such as “Halloween,” “Ghost Stories” or “Haunted Houses”), which made narrowing 

down the pool of book choices much easier. Databases such as the Database of Award-Winning 

Children’s Literature and the Cooperative Children’s Book Center were also helpful because 

they allowed me to specify criteria for retrieving books. Although many of library-generated 

booklists were geared towards younger readers and so only provided books that were a little 

scary or out of my age range, they were still extremely valuable in giving me a wide overview of 

the topic from libraries across the country.  

 

Bibliography Structure 

The bibliography is separated into two lists with ten items in each list. The first list 

presents a core selection of books that I felt every collection should have. This selection contains 

classic titles that are essential when presenting the genre of juvenile scary stories. Other titles in 

this list are works that may not be as well-known, but still offer the best examples of writing, 

theme and plot in this specific genre. For example, Margaret Mahy is an author well-known for 

her suspenseful children’s books, but The Haunting only came up once or twice in professional 
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booklists. However, after reading it and another of her recommended books, I felt it was the 

stronger read and so included that one.  

 

The second list consists of ten contemporary titles published within the last ten years. 

Most of these are new, widely-published works that pertain to the horror/thriller theme and are 

readily accessible. Children might already be familiar with several of the stories or authors. Once 

again, I also included contemporary books that did not receive as much media attention as others, 

but still illustrated the best the genre has to offer. In this way, I hoped to present a core collection 

of titles that solidly represents the genre, as well as popular titles that are interesting to today’s 

children.  

 

I chose to list the titles in the bibliography by alphabetical order by the author’s last name 

because it was the best way to organize the list. Items could not be organized by writing form 

because they covered several forms, including novels and short story collections, and items could 

not be grouped by age because they were all geared towards the same age level. The works are 

cited using Chicago Manual of Style 15
th

 edition formatting guidelines because this is the 

standard format for items dealing with humanities and literature. I included the title, author, 

publisher’s location, publisher and date of publication. I also included an ISBN number for the 

copy I had read to facilitate locating and purchasing the item. Where applicable, I also included 

the illustrator of the work because often the illustrations played a strong role in describing the 

book. Although I did not include call numbers (from a local library system or the Library of 

Congress system), all of the titles can be located easily within library catalogs and bookstores 

using the ISBNs I have provided. 
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The Core List 

Bellairs, John. The House with a Clock in Its Walls. Illustrated by Edward Gorey. New York: 

Puffin Books, 1973. ISBN 0-14-036336-X.  

 

Orphaned Lewis isn’t sure what to expect when he is sent to live with his uncle Jonathan in the 

small town of New Zebedee. However, he’s in for treat when he discovers Jonathan and his next 

door neighbor Mrs. Zimmermann can do real magic! Soon Lewis is being magically transported 

to historic events like the Battle of Waterloo and discovering the whimsical secrets of Jonathan’s 

enchanted house. But when Lewis tries to impress a classmate with a spell to raise the dead, he 

unleashes an evil force that will stop at nothing to destroy Lewis, Jonathan, Mrs. Zimmermann 

and the entire world! Edward Gorey’s Gothic black-and-white illustrations perfectly complement 

this creepy tale about ghosts, black magic and a doomsday clock.  

 

Christopher, John. The White Mountains. New York: Simon & Schuster Books for Young 

Readers, 1967. ISBN 0-689-85504-4.  

 

In the post-apocalyptic future, cities lie in mysterious ruins and humanity is enslaved by 

monstrous, three-legged robots called Tripods. Will is about to undergo his Capping Day, an 

operation performed by the Tripods on humans who turn 14 in order to dull their minds and keep 

them complacent. To escape this mental enslavement, Will sets off with his cousin to reach the 

far White Mountains, a location hinted at by a mysterious traveler to be a stronghold of human 

resistance. The story contains harrowing episodes of Will making his way through ruined cities 
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and narrowly averting capture and a gruesome death at every turn. Science fiction fans will be 

pleased with this first chilling book in a series entitled The Tripods about malicious invaders 

from space that come to conquer Earth.  

 

Cunningham, Julia. Dorp Dead. Illustrated by James Spanfeller. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 

1965. ISBN 0-375-82255-0.  

 

11-year-old Gilly Ground is a smart kid. He’s smart enough to survive without parents and he’s 

smart enough to know that sometimes you have to pretend to be stupid to get by in the world. 

When Gilly is offered the chance to be an apprentice to Master Kobalt, the ladder maker, he sees 

it as an escape from his bleak life at the orphanage. But what begins as a bright opportunity 

becomes a grim battle for survival for Gilly and Kobalt’s abused dog, Mash. Kobalt has very 

strict plans for both of them and if they don’t follow the rules…well, he can get rid of them quite 

easily. Written in a sparse, tense style, this psychological tale is both suspenseful and emotional 

as Gilly must learn what it takes to escape the insane Kobalt and learn to open up his heart to 

another living creature.   

 

Dahl, Roald. The Witches. Illustrated by Quentin Blake. New York: Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 

1983. ISBN 0-374-38458-4.  

 

What if monsters didn’t really look like monsters? What if they were disguised as people you 

meet every day? These are the questions presented in Roald Dahl’s tale of a boy and his 

grandmother who encounter a conference of evil witches, intent on ridding the world of children. 
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In order to protect her grandson, the grandmother teaches him horrible details for identifying a 

witch: toe-less feet, bald, scabby heads and fierce talons that they must hide with gloves. After 

stumbling upon a group of witches and overhearing their nefarious plan to turn all children into 

mice so they can be exterminated, the boy himself is transformed into a small rodent. It’s up to 

him, his grandmother, and Bruno, another boy in mouse-form, to make sure the witches’ evil 

plan does not succeed.  

 

Mahy, Margaret. The Haunting. New York: Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 1982. ISBN 0-

689-50243-5.  

 

Barney Palmer seems like a normal little boy. He’s quiet, polite, and always gets along with his 

father, stepmother, and two older sisters. But Barney has a big secret: he’s been having terrible 

nightmares about a mysterious ghost who tells him that “Barnaby is dead!” Soon Barney is being 

visited by horrible visions whether he’s awake or asleep and his uncles reveal that he may be the 

victim of a family secret involving a long-gone relative and a strange supernatural ability that 

appears once every generation. It’s going to take Barney’s whole family to figure this mess out 

and save him from the terrible stranger intent on taking Barney away. The Carnegie Medal-

winning story has plenty of heart-pounding moments, but also makes a powerful statement about 

the strength of family and the love they have for one another.  

 

Martin, Rafe. Mysterious Tales of Japan. Illustrated by Tatsuro Kiuchi. New York: G.P. 

Putnam’s Sons, 1996. ISBN 0-399-22677-X.  
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Eerie tales abound in this collection of traditional horror stories from across the Pacific Ocean. 

As stated by the author in his introduction, these scary stories reflect Japanese religious beliefs 

that everything possesses a spirit, even inanimate objects. Nothing is ever what it seems in these 

stories as trees become humans and die when they are cut down, a boy’s cat drawings come to 

life and save him from a terrible ogre, and an icy woman made of snow promises death to a man 

who betrays her. Based on Zen, Buddhist and Shinto sources, these stories provide a complement 

to traditional European and Western scary stories.  

 

McKissack, Patricia C. The Dark-Thirty: Southern Tales of the Supernatural. Illustrated by Brian 

Pinkney. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1992. ISBN 0-679-81863-4.  

 

Ten African-American tales are gathered together to create a collection of scary stories with a 

social commentary. Named for the spooky time before nightfall, The Dark-Thirty presents tales 

that range from the comical “The Chicken Coop Monster” about how the author finally faced her 

fear of the monster in her backyard, to the hair-raising “Justice,” a spooky story about a lynched 

man’s revenge. While many of the stories have supernatural elements such as black magic and 

ghosts, most of the dread and shock come from the details of racism, violence and prejudice that 

the stories reveal. McKissack’s brief introductions explain the context of each tale and Brian 

Pinkney’s scratchy illustrations add to the ominous atmosphere. Proving that horror stories can 

be used to spread a message, the Newberry Honor Book teaches a lesson about racial equality 

even as it terrifies.  
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Poe, Edgar Allan. Tales of Terror. Illustrated by Michael McCurdy. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 

2005. ISBN 0-375-83305-6.  

 

Terror reaches new heights in these gruesome short stories from the mastermind of horror 

himself, Edgar Allan Poe. A tormented man is plagued by the seemingly-reincarnated cat he 

brutally murdered in “The Black Cat.” One gory torture after another befalls the narrator at the 

hands of a madman in “The Pit and the Pendulum.” The perfect crime turns out to be not-so-

perfect when a man is driven completely insane by the ghostly heartbeats of a man he has killed 

in “The Tell-Tale Heart.” The collection includes many of Poe’s most famous stories, each 

accompanied by eerie, dark illustrations and a short introductory note by illustrator Michael 

McCurdy.  

 

Pullman, Philip. Clockwork, or All Wound Up. Illustrated by Leonid Gore. New York: Arthur A. 

Levine Books, 1996. ISBN 0-590-12999-6.  

 

Carnegie Medal-winning author Philip Pullman mixes dark fantasy with shivery horror in this 

book of interlocking stories that revolve around automatons and murder. Karl, the clockmaker 

apprentice, is desperate to come up with a clockwork figure that will astound the small town he 

lives in. His friend Fritz, a writer, would give anything to finish a story he has begun about 

Prince Florian, a boy with a mechanical heart. But when the dastardly Dr. Kalmenius from 

Fritz’s story suddenly becomes real and offers Karl a deadly knight figure to present as his own, 

events are set in motion that end in murder. It is up to Gretl to put things right with love and 

kindness in this complicated story within a story within a story, where fiction becomes reality 
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and fairy tales become horror. Leonid Gore’s ghostly black and white illustrations add to the 

feeling of mystery and suspense.  

 

Schwartz, Alvin. More Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark. Illustrated by Stephen Gammell. New 

York: HarperTrophy, 1984. ISBN 0-397-32081-7.  

 

Folklorist Alvin Schwartz travels the nation to present a second collection of ghostly stories, 

songs, poems and games to scare young readers. Each of short tales are only a few pages long 

and are meant to be read aloud, particularly after dark. The stories are divided into themed 

sections pertaining to ghosts, inexplicable things, and scary locations. Just so kids don’t leave the 

book too frightened, the final section is comprised of tales that use dark humor to leave them 

giggling. Schwartz also educates readers with an informative introduction, extensive notes and a 

bibliography for further reading. Almost as affecting as the stories are the grim, disturbing 

illustrations. If the stories don’t keep you up at night, the drawings depicting screaming corpses, 

severed hands and unsettling landscapes certainly will.  

 

The Contemporary List 

Barrett, Tracy. Cold in Summer. New York: Henry Holt and Company, 2003. ISBN 0-8050-

7052-4.  

 

Moving to Tennessee was about the worst thing that could happen to Ariadne. Not only did she 

have to leave the sunshine of Florida and her best friend Sarah behind, but now she has to deal 

with a new sixth-grade class and a backyard that leads to a creepy, flooded town. Making friends 
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is difficult until Ariadne meets May Butler, a mysterious girl dressed in old-fashioned clothes 

who she encounters in the woods by her house. Through a series of strange events, Ariadne 

realizes that her new friend is in fact a ghost and that she must do everything she can to finally 

put her spirit to rest. The typical ghost story is given some surprising twists with the addition of 

riddles the reader solves along with Ariadne to discover May’s final resting place.  

 

Bruchac, Joseph. Skeleton Man. New York: HarperCollins Publishers, 2001. ISBN 0-06-029075-

7. 

 

Legend becomes fact and nightmare becomes reality when Molly’s parents disappear and she’s 

put in the care of a mysterious uncle. Molly knows he is up to know good when he locks her in 

her bedroom each night and complains that she is too skinny, but she has no idea what kind of 

terrors await her in his shack in the backyard. When Molly starts having bizarre dreams that tie 

into Mohawk legends her father used to tell her about a horrific cannibal, the Skeleton Man, she 

knows that the only way she will survive and be reunited with her parents is if she’s strong 

enough to run away. Harrowing nightmare sequences lead up to a tense chase through rocky 

canyons as Molly tries to outwit the horrible monster.  

 

Clarke, Judith. Starry Nights. Asheville, NC: Front Street, 2001. ISBN 1-886910-82-0.  

 

Ever since they moved to the country, life has seemed to fall apart for 10-year-old Jess and her 

family. Her mother becomes lethargic and unresponsive, her father abandons her to the care of a 

housekeeper, her older brother Clem seems to live in a world of his own, and her angry sister 
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Vida becomes obsessed with contacting a ghost. Things take a turn for the worse when Jess 

begins seeing frightening things and starts to believe a spirit is stalking her. As the story unfolds, 

it becomes obvious that everything is connected to a tragic and shocking event that shook the 

family: but what was it? And how can Jess use this information to stop what’s haunting her? The 

story weaves together old-fashioned scares and jumps with a touching family drama to teach a 

valuable lesson about loss and acceptance.   

 

Gaiman, Neil. Coraline. Illustrated by Dave McKean. New York: HarperCollins Publishers, 

2002. ISBN 0-38-097778-8.  

 

Coraline (not Caroline!) is bored with her normal life. Her parents are too busy to pay attention 

to her. Rainy days trap her indoors. Even her weird neighbors cannot entertain her for long. 

When she finds a secret door that leads to a mirror-image of her own apartment, this one full of 

interesting things, she is happy beyond belief. Even her Other Parents are there…exact copies of 

her real ones with buttons for eyes. But when Coraline decides she’d like to go back to her own 

world, the Other Mother kidnaps her real parents and traps her in a mirror. With help from a 

talking cat, her neighbors on the other side and a trio of ghostly children, Coraline hatches a plan 

to escape. Newberry Award-winning author Neil Gaiman creates a twisted version of Alice 

Through the Looking-Glass that teaches children a valuable lesson: Be careful what you wish 

for.   

 

Hahn, Mary Downing. The Old Willis Place: A Ghost Story. New York: Clarion Books, 2004. 

ISBN 0-618-43018-0.  
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Everyone knows to stay away from the abandoned Willis Place, but only Diana and her brother 

Georgie know the real reason why: It’s haunted by the ghost of evil Miss Lilian. Because of a set 

of mysterious rules, Diana and Georgie are forbidden to leave the grounds of the house and 

forbidden to talk to anyone. But when a new caretaker and his daughter arrive, Diana begins a 

dangerous friendship that almost leads to her and her brother’s doom at the ghostly hands of 

Miss Lilian’s vengeful spirit. A trip into the decaying mansion and a suspenseful chase sequence 

provide plenty of “jump” moments, but the level of horror hits the high mark when readers 

uncover the grisly history of Diana and Georgie. A new spin on the traditional ghost story, the 

author keeps the reader guessing as to what will happen up until the touching conclusion.   

 

Irving, Washington. The Legend of Sleepy Hollow. Illustrated by Gris Grimly. New York: 

Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 2007. ISBN 1-4169-0625-8.  

 

The classic tale of the headless horseman gets a major revamp in the hands of gory illustrator 

Grim Grimly. Cowardly Ichabod raises the ire of brawny Brom Bones when he vies for the hand 

of gorgeous (and rich!) Katrina Van Tassel. One night while riding home, Ichabod encounters 

the headless horseman, a ghost with a flaming pumpkin for a head and a terrifying chase ensues. 

Is it all a prank put on by Brom? Or a genuine demon on Ichabod’s tail? No one knows and 

Ichabod sure isn’t telling. The tale of hapless Ichabod Crane is told using text by author 

Washington Irving and illustrated with sepia-toned pictures that are both hilarious and 

horrifying. Comical and gruesome illustrations could be just the thing to interest reluctant readers 

in this classic piece of literature.   
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Machado, Ana Maria. From Another World. Illustrated by Lucia Brandao. Toronto: Groundwood 

Books, 2002. ISBN 0-88899-597-0.  

 

Mariano and his friends expect to encounter many surprises when his mother decides to open an 

inn in Brazil, but one they certainly couldn’t have foreseen was encountering the ghost of a long-

dead slave girl. From their first frightening encounter with the ghost Rosario to the final mission 

that will put her soul to rest, the children must work to piece together the tragic history of the 

young girl and learn the dark past of the coffee plantation the inn now stands on. Ana Maria 

Machado, a previous winner of the Hans Christian Anderson award, keeps the suspense going as 

one detail after another is revealed, all set against the colorful backdrop of the Brazilian 

countryside. Not just a typical ghost story, but also a commentary on Brazilian history and the 

horrors of the slave trade.  

 

Sedgwick, Marcus. Witch Hill. New York: Delacorte Press, 2001. ISBN 0-385-32802-8.  

 

Desperate to escape painful memories of a fire that destroyed his home, Jamie spends the 

holidays with his aunt Jane and cousin Alison in a tiny village in the English countryside. After a 

mysterious chalk drawing of an old woman is uncovered on the hillside, Jamie begins having 

horrifying dreams about a witch chasing him. He must put together a cryptic set of clues about a 

terrible event that happened in the village’s distant past in order to escape the malevolent force 

set on destroying him. The fast-paced action and descriptions of Jamie’s nightmares and the 

witch are terrifying enough to cause some nightmares of their own.   
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Stine, R.L. Beware!: R.L. Stine Picks His Favorite Scary Stories. New York: HarperCollins 

Publishers, 2002. ISBN 0-06-623842-0.  

 

Juvenile horror writer R.L. Stine invites fans to discover what scares him with a collection of 

works to terrify and entertain young readers. 19 scary stories and poems from traditional horror 

and suspense authors Ray Bradbury, Bram Stoker, and William Sleator make up the thrilling set 

of tales, as well as surprises from Shel Silverstein and a horror comic from the old pulp 

magazine, The Vault of Horror. Not all of the stories are meant to horrify: “A Grave 

Misunderstanding” and “Joe is Not a Monster” play more for laughs than shrieks. However, 

there are plenty of other works, including “Mister Ice Cold” and “The Elevator,” to make blood 

run cold. Each story and poem is accompanied by illustrations from the original publications by 

well-known illustrators such as Brian Pinkney and Jack Davis.  

 

Weston, Robert Paul. Zorgamazoo. Illustrated by Victor Rivas. New York: Razorbill, 2008. 

ISBN 978-1-59514-199-6.  

 

What happens when all of the fantastic creatures and monsters of the world begin vanishing? 

That’s the mystery Katrina Katrell and Morty the Zorgle must solve in this twisted take on the 

classic detective story. After running away from a sadistic aunt who is set on having evil 

lobotomist Dr. LeFang remove her brain, Katrina meets Morty, a mysterious creature who lives 

in the underbelly of the city. Morty is on a quest to find a group of missing Zorgles and Katrina 

is only too happy to help. The heroes must elude the evil Gang of McCrook and face the 
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ferocious Winnie the Windigo before they can foil a space alien’s evil plan to capture all of the 

magical creatures of the world, including the Zorgles. Displaying the same charming oddness of 

Roald Dahl’s stories, the tale is written entirely in rhyme and filled with rotten villains and scary 

situations.  
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